
GEOGRAPHY, 17. i. 53-54

Heroonpolis^ which had revolted, and took it with
only a few soldiers, and in only a short time broke
up a sedition which had taken place in the Thebais
on account of the tributes. And at a later time
Petronius, when all that countless multitude of
Alexandrians rushed to attack him with a throwing
of stones, held out against them with merely his

own body-guard, and after killing some of them put
a stop to the rest. And I have already stated ^ how
Aelius Gallus, when he invaded Arabia with a part
of the guard stationed in Aegypt, discovered that

the people were unwarlike ; indeed, if Syllaeus had
not betrayed him, he would even have subdued the
whole of Arabia Felix.

54. But the Aethiopians, emboldened by the fact

that a part of the Roman force in Aegypt had been
drawn away with Aelius Gallus when he was carrying
on war against the Arabians, attacked the Thebais
and the garrison of the three cohorts at Syene, and by
an unexpected onset took Syene and Elephantine
and Philae, and enslaved the inhabitants, and also

pulled down the statues of Caesar. But Petronius,

setting out with less than ten thousand infantry and
eight hundred cavalry against thirty thousand men,
first forced them to flee back to Pselchis, an
Aethiopian city, and sent ambassadors to demand
what they had taken, as also to ask the reasons why
they had begun war ; and when they said that they
had been wronged by the Nomarchs,^ he replied that
these were not rulers of ti^e country, but Caesar

;

and when they had requested three days for delibera-

1 16. 4. 23. 2 " Nome-rulers."

* voixdpx'^i' s, fiovapx<^v other MSS.



STRABO

^ov\t)v Kol fxr)Sev, 0)v e-)(^prjv, ttoiovvtcov, irpoa-

^oKoov Tjvd'yKaae irpoekdelv el<i /xd)(^r]v, Ta^v Be

Tpo7r7]v i7roLt]ae, avvTerayfievoyv re KaKOi'i kul

(joirXicr/jLevcov /xeydXovf; yap eL)(ov Svpeov<i, kol

TovTOu<; (i)/j,o^OLVov^, a/jLVVT7]pLa he 7re\iKet<i, ol Se

KOVTOV^, 01 he Kal ^i(f)r). Ttve<; fJLev ovv et? rrjv ttoXiv

(TVV7]XdOrjcrav, ol S' e/? rrjv ipjjfiiav ecl)vyoi^, Tivd<;

Se vr](70<; TrXrjaiov inreSe^aro efx^avra^^ ei<i rov

TTopov, ov yap ttoXXoI rjaav ivravda a KpOKO-

SeiXoi Sid TOP povv. TovTwv S' rjcrav Kal ol t?}?

^aaiXtaarj^; arpar'qyol Trj<i K.ap8dKrj<i, i) Kad'

rjfxd<i yp^e rwv Aidioirciiv, dvhpLKi] Tf? yvvr]

TreTrrjpw/jLevr) rov erepov Tcjv o<^6aX^(iyv' rouToy?

re hrj ^coypla Xafx^dvet ciTravTat;, iimrXevaa'i

a-)^ehiaL<i tc kuI vavai, kuI KaTairifXTret irapa-

)(^pt]fjLa ei? 'AXe^dvSpeiav, eireXdcov re rrjv "^eX^^^iv

alpei' irpoaapiOfiovfiepov 8e TOL<i eaXwKoai rov

rrXi]Oou<; rwv rreaovruiv ev rrj /x-a^?;, roix; aaOev-

ra? oXiyov^ rravrdrraaL yeveadai avve^r], e/c he

^eX-^io<i rjKev e/9 Upr]/j,viv, epvp,vj]v ttoXiv, hieXdoov

rou<i 6lva<i, ev ol? Ka/z^ucrof Kare^coaOr}

arparo<; efJirreaovro^ dve/jLOu. rrpoa/SaXcov he e^

e(f)6hov ro ^povpLOv alpel, Kal /xerd raura
copfirjcrev eirl NaTrdrcov rouro h' rjv ro jSaaiXeiov

Trj<i KavhdKT}^, Kal r)v evravda vlo^ avrrjs. Kal

avrrj h ev rivt rrXr^diov '[hpvro ')(^wpL(p. rrpecr-

^euaafievri<; he -rrepl (^iXla<i Kal aTrohovcTi]^ rou<:

eK 'Ev7]vri<; al')(^/J.aXd)rov<; Kal tou? dvhptdvra^,

irreXdoiv Xafi/3dvei Kal rd Kdrrara, (f>vyovro^

rov 7rach6<;, Kal KaracrKarrret' e^avhpaTTohcad-

* For fu/Sai'Tos, Jones conj. i,u$a\6vTas.
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tion, but did nothing they should have done, he
made an attack and forced them to come forth to

battle ; and he quickly turned them to flight, since

they were badly marshalled and badly armed ; for

they had large oblong shields, and those too made of

raw ox-hide, and as weapons some had only axes,

others pikes, and others swords. Now some were
driven together into the city, others fled into the

desert, and others found refuge on a neighbouring
island, having waded ^ into the channel, for on
account of the current the crocodiles were not

numerous there. Among these fugitives were the

generals of Queen Candace, who was ruler of the

Aethiopians in my time—a masculine sort of woman,
and blind in one eye. These, one and all, he captured
alive, having sailed after them in both rafts and ships,

and he sent them forthwith down to Alexandria ; and
he also attacked Pselchis and captured it ; and if the
multitude of those who fell in the battle be added
to the number of the captives, those who escaped
must have been altogether few in number. From
Pselchis he went to Premnis, a fortified city, after

passing through the sand-dunes, where the army
of Cambyses was overwhelmed when a wind-storm
struck them ; and having made an attack, he took
the fortress at the first onset. After this he set

out for Napata. This was the royal residence of

Candace ; and her son was there, and she herself

was residing at a place near by. But though she

sent ambassadors to treat for friendship and offered

to give back the captives and the statues brought
from Syene, Petronius attacked and captured Napata
too, from which her son had fled, and rased it to the

^ See critical note.
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STRABO

/M6vo<; S' dvaaTpe<p€i irdXiv el<i TovTrta-co fiera twv
Xacbvpoiv, SvaoBa Kpiva<i ra irpoawTepw. ttjv Be

Uprj/jLviv Tei-^Laa<; fSeXriov, (ppovpav e/jL^aXoov koI

Tpo(f)tjv Svelv iviavTcbv TeTpaKoaloi^ dvSpdaiv,

dirripev et9 WXe^dvSpeiav. Kai tmv al-)(pa\(oT(ov

821 rov<i p-ev €Xa(pvpo7rco\y]cr€, ^^^tXtou? Se Kaiaapi

eirep'^e vewarl Ik Y^avrd^pdiv iqicovTi, tov<; Be

voaoL Bie-x^pijaavro. ev tovtw p,vpidai l\.avBdKr]

7roWaL<; eirl rrjv (^povpdv eirrfkOe' YierpdiiVLO^ B'

e^e^oi'-jOrjae kol (f)6dvei TrpoaeXdcov^ el<; to (fipov-

piov, Koi TrXeloai irapaaKeval^; i^acr(f)aXcadpevo<;

rov TOTTov, 7rpea/3euaapevo)v, ixeXeuaev co? Kat-

crapa irpea^eveaOai,' ovk elBevat Be (pacrKovrcov,

6<TTi<i e'ir] K.aL<Tap kuI otti] fBaBicniov eXr) Trap

avrov, eBcoKe tou<; irapairep^^ovTa'^' Kac rj/cov et9

Xdp,ov, evTavda rov Katcrapo? 6vro<i koX peWovro^
el<i "Stvpiav evrevOev irpolevai, Tc^epiov eh 'Ap-

pevlav cneWovTO<i. Trdvrcov Be rv^ovrcov, 0)v

eBeovTO, d(f)7]Kev auTOt? Koi Toix; ^opov<i, ou<;

eirecrrrjae.

II

1. IloXXa 8' etpy^rai, Trepl rcov KWioiriKbiv ev

Tot? irpoTepov, coare avp^irepicoBevp^va dv elrj ttj

AlyvTrTO) KOI rd tovtcov. &)9 B etTrelv, ra axpa
Trj<i olKovpev7)<; rd irapaKeipeva ttj BvaKpdTW koX

doLKrjrw Bid Kavpa rj \^{;;^o? dvdyKrj dirorevypaTa

elvai rrj'i evKpdrov Koi eXaTTcopaTW ravra B'

* TrpoafXOiiiv F and first hand in D, irpotrfiafXOuiv C, rpoeia-

e\6wv other MSS.
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ground ; and having enslaved its inhabitants, he
turned back again with the booty, having decided

that the regions farther on would be hard to traverse.

But he fortified Premnis better, threw iu a garrison

and food for four hundred men for two years, and
set out for Alexandria. As for the captives, he sold

some of them as booty, and sent one thousand to

Caesar, who had recently returned from Cantabria
;

and the others died of diseases. Meantime Caudace
marched against the garrison with many thousands

of men, but Petronius set out to its assistance and
arrived at the fortress first ; and when he had made
the place thoroughly secure by sundry devices,

ambassadors came, but he bade them go to Caesar

;

and when they asserted that they did not know
who Caesar was or where they should have to go to

find him, he gave them escorts ; and they went to

Samos, since Caesar was there and intended to

proceed to Syria from there, after despatching

Tiberius to Armenia. And when the ambassadors

had obtained everything they pled for, he even
remitted the tributes which he had imposed.

II

1. In the earlier parts of my work I have already

said many things about the Aethiopian ^ tribes, so

that the description of their country may be said to

be included with that of Aegypt. In general, the

extremities of the inhabited world, which lie along-

side the part of the earth that is not temperate and
habitable, because of heat or cold, must needs

be defective and inferior to the temperate part

;

* See Index, s.v. " Aetliiopians,"
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