
  

Welcome to the first-ever ASOR Virtual Annual Meeting (VAM)! We are excited that you have 
decided to join 1,000+ attendees from around the world to learn, share, and connect online 
during a time when we are not able to meet together in-person. 
 
The live/online meetings will take place Thursday–Sunday, November 12–15 & November 19–22, 
beginning at 11:00am EST each day.  

 
5 Easy Steps for a Successful Virtual Annual Meeting (hint: do number 1 now) 
 

1) Test your e-mail login on this page as soon as possible. The first time you open the Online 
Schedule you will be asked to enter your e-mail address. The site will verify that you are 
registered, and you will be asked to check your e-mail for a message to complete your login. 
The e-mail will come from jaredkoller@asor.org and will contain a link to click that gives you full 
access to the Online Schedule.  
 

       
 

2) Once logged in, you will be able to access the full schedule of academic sessions. Click here 
for the Online Schedule. THIS IS THE PORTAL TO VIEW PRE-RECORDED 
PRESENTATIONS, POSTERS, AND TO LOGIN FOR LIVE SESSIONS. We recommend 
viewing the pre-recorded material as soon as possible. With the exception of the Plenary 
Address and Workshops, paper presentations will not be given live or played-back during the 
online sessions. Please view the paper submissions before attending the sessions.   
 

3) On Thursday, November 12 at 11:00am EST, log in to watch the Plenary Address followed by 
live Q&A with Dr. Monica Hanna. Stay online with us at 12:30 for the ASOR Members’ Meeting 
and 2020 ASOR Awards.  
 

4) See page 2 for a breakdown of the Virtual Annual Meeting Format. 
 

5) Engage throughout the meeting dates and beyond using the Networking and Chat feature on 
the online platform. Create a profile here to start chatting with colleagues today. 
 

https://sosso.secure-platform.com/api/asor-virtual-meetings.secure-platform.com/LoginPrompt?returnUrl=https%3a%2f%2fasor-virtual-meetings.secure-platform.com%2fa%2faccount%2fvalidatethirdpartycorporateauthresult%3fredirectUrl%3dhttps%3a%252F%252Fasor-virtual-meetings.secure-platform.com%252Fa
https://sosso.secure-platform.com/api/asor-virtual-meetings.secure-platform.com/LoginPrompt?returnUrl=https%3a%2f%2fasor-virtual-meetings.secure-platform.com%2fa%2faccount%2fvalidatethirdpartycorporateauthresult%3fredirectUrl%3dhttps%3a%252F%252Fasor-virtual-meetings.secure-platform.com%252Fa
https://chat.secure-platform.com/#/chat-widget


VIRTUAL ANNUAL MEETING FORMAT 

PLENARY ADDRESS & ASOR MEMBERS’ MEETING: Thursday, November 12, 11am–1:30pm EST. This 
2.5-hour segment will be played LIVE. Watch Dr. Monica Hanna’s plenary address  at 11am titled, “Does the 
Future of the Past Lie in the Hands of the Living?,” and then stay for ASOR’s Members’ Meeting at 12:30pm to 
hear updates on important ASOR matters and the 2020 ASOR Awards. 
 
WORKSHOPS: Thursday, November 12 (2pm–4pm EST) & Friday, November 13 (11am–1pm EST), with two 
on Sunday afternoon, November 22. These 2-hour online workshops are LIVE. Enjoy presentations, panels, 
and discussions featuring a number of different topics, ranging from “Ethics in Archaeological Practice” to 
“Archaeology and Climate Change.” 
 
POSTERS: Friday, November 13 (2pm–3pm EST) & Saturday, November 14 (11am–12pm EST). Explore the 
Poster Gallery before the online meeting dates. Posters have been grouped thematically and assigned to 1-
hour LIVE sessions. Poster presenters will be available during this time to answer questions. 40+ posters will 
be available focusing on broad topics such as “Digital Archaeology” and “Tombs and Burial.” 
 
PAPERS: More than 300 paper presentations have already been uploaded to the Online Schedule. VIEW THE 
PAPER PRESENTATIONS BEFORE attending the online meetings in order to fully participate in the live 
discussions. Paper presentations will not be given live or played-back during sessions scheduled for: 

• Saturday, November 14 (12:30pm–3:00pm EST) & Sunday, November 15 (11am–3pm EST) 
• Thursday, November 19–Sunday, November 22 (11am–3pm EST) 

 
These 1-hour long sessions are designed for LIVE DISCUSSION and Q&A with presenters and will not 
include paper presentations. It is strongly encouraged to start viewing presentations as soon as possible 
by logging into ASOR’s Virtual Annual Meeting Platform and opening the Online Schedule. 
 
ENGAGE:  The Networking & Chat lounge is already open! ASOR Virtual Annual Meeting participants can 
connect via 1-to-1 messaging and group chat. Open the Networking & Chat link from the main menu here and 
set up a basic profile (Name, Photo, Affiliation, and Interests) to start connecting with attendees from around 
the world. Visit the Networking & Chat lounge frequently to see who has joined and read group conversations 
started by Session and Workshop organizers. 

 

 

30% Conference discount (*use ASOR20 at checkout)

New Series 
Coptic
A Grammar of Its Six Major 
Dialects
James P. Allen
144 pages | 1 map | 7 x 10 | 2020 
Languages of the Ancient Near 
East Didactica Series

New Series 
The Royal Inscriptions  
of Amēl-Marduk (561–
560 BC), Neriglissar 
(559–556 BC), and 
Nabonidus (555–539 BC), 
Kings of Babylon
Frauke Weiershäuser and  
Jamie Novotny
296 pages | 23 b&w illus./1 map 
8.5 x 11 | 2020 
Royal Inscriptions of the  
Neo-Babylonian Empire Series

Eisenbrauns
An Imprint of Penn State University Press | www.eisenbrauns.org

http://www.asor.org/am/plenary-address-2020
https://asor-virtual-meetings.secure-platform.com/a/gallery?roundId=4
https://sosso.secure-platform.com/api/asor-virtual-meetings.secure-platform.com/LoginPrompt?returnUrl=https%3a%2f%2fasor-virtual-meetings.secure-platform.com%2fa%2faccount%2fvalidatethirdpartycorporateauthresult%3fredirectUrl%3dhttps%3a%252F%252Fasor-virtual-meetings.secure-platform.com%252Fa
https://sosso.secure-platform.com/api/asor-virtual-meetings.secure-platform.com/LoginPrompt?returnUrl=https%3a%2f%2fasor-virtual-meetings.secure-platform.com%2fa%2faccount%2fvalidatethirdpartycorporateauthresult%3fredirectUrl%3dhttps%3a%252F%252Fasor-virtual-meetings.secure-platform.com%252Fa
https://asor-virtual-meetings.secure-platform.com/a
https://www.eisenbrauns.org


We will miss seeing everyone, but we're pleased to be 
a platinum sponsor of the 2020 meeting and to present 
our books and journals to you. Visit our virtual booth 
during the meeting, or on the UCPJ page 
journals.uchicago.edu/ASOR to read sample articles,  
issues, and more! 

https://asor-virtual-meetings.secure-platform.com/a/gallery/rounds/2/details/68
https://asor-virtual-meetings.secure-platform.com/a/gallery/rounds/2/details/68
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/asor


 
 
 

 

 

Friday, November 13 from 3:30-4:30pm EST    
“Treasures of Ancient Egypt: Sunken Cities” 
Guide: Peter Schertz, Jack and Mary Ann Frable Curator of Ancient Art, Virginia Museum of Fine Arts 
 

Friday, November 20 from 10:00-11:00am EST  
“The Dura-Europos and Gerasa Collections in the Yale University Art Gallery” 
Guide: Lisa Brody, Associate Curator of Ancient Art, Yale University Art Gallery 
 

 
ASOR Virtual Annual Meeting Attendees are invited to participate in two virtual tours of museum exhibitions. 

The links to join the tours are provided in the Online Schedule. 
 



@CambUP_Archaeo facebook.com/CambridgeHCA

BEST IN SCHOLARSHIP FROM CAMBRIDGE

E-books Available for most titles!

cambridge.org/archaeology

A History of World 
Egyptology 
Edited by Andrew Bednarski, 
Aidan Dodson, Salima Ikram

Achilles beside 
Gilgamesh 
Mortality and Wisdom in 
Early Epic Poetry

Michael Clarke

Aegean Bronze 	
Age Art 
Meaning in the Making

Carl Knappett

Aegean Linear 
Script(s) 
Rethinking the Relationship 
Between Linear A and 
Linear B

Ester Salgarella
Cambridge Classical Studies 

Archaeological 
Science 
An Introduction

Edited by Michael P. Richards, 
Kate Britton

Burials, Migration 
and Identity in the 
Ancient 	 Sahara and 
Beyond 
Edited by M. C. Gatto, D. J. 
Mattingly, N. Ray, M. Sterry
Trans-Saharan Archaeology 

Cognitive Science 
and Ancient Israelite 
Religion 
New Perspectives on Texts, 
Artifacts, and Culture

Brett E. Maiden
Society for Old Testament Study 
Monographs 

Demons, Angels, and 
Writing in Ancient 
Judaism 
Annette Yoshiko Reed

Divine Aggression 
in Psalms and 
Inscriptions 
Vengeful Gods and 	
Loyal Kings

Collin Cornell
Society for Old Testament Study 
Monographs 

Figurines in 
Hellenistic Babylonia 
Miniaturization and Cultural 
Hybridity

Stephanie M. Langin-Hooper

Gods and Humans in the 	
Ancient Near East 
Tyson L. Putthoff

Greece and 
Mesopotamia 
Dialogues in Literature

Johannes Haubold
The W. B. Stanford 
Memorial Lectures 

Greek Military 
Service in the Ancient 
Near East, 401–330 
BCE 
Jeffrey Rop

Kingship, Power, and 	
Legitimacy in Ancient 
Egypt 
From the Old Kingdom to the 
Middle Kingdom

Lisa K. Sabbahy

Life, Land, and Elijah 
in the Book of Kings 
Daniel J. D. Stulac
Society for Old Testament 
Study Monographs 

Minoan Crete 
An Introduction

L. Vance Watrous

Palaeopathology 
SECOND EDITION

Tony Waldron
Cambridge Manuals in 
Archaeology 

Portraying Violence 
in the Hebrew Bible 
A Literary and Cultural Study

Matthew J. Lynch

Royal Illness and 
Kingship Ideology in 
the Hebrew Bible 
Isabel Cranz
Society for Old Testament 
Study Monographs 

Sennacherib’s 
Campaign against 
Judah 
A Source Analysis of 	
Isaiah 36-37

Dan’el Kahn
Society for Old Testament 	
Study Monographs 

Subsistence and 
Society in Prehistory 
New Directions in Economic 
Archaeology

Alan K. Outram, Amy Bogaard

The Amorites and the 
Bronze Age Near East 
The Making of a Regional 
Identity

Aaron A. Burke

The Archaeology of 
the Mediterranean 
Iron Age 
A Globalising World 	
c.1100–600 BCE

Tamar Hodos

The Book of Proverbs 
and Virtue Ethics 
Integrating the Biblical and 
Philosophical Traditions

Arthur Jan Keefer

The Great Oasis of 
Egypt 
The Kharga and Dakhla 	
Oases in Antiquity

Edited by Roger S. Bagnall, 
Gaëlle Tallet

The Imperialisation 
of Assyria 
An Archaeological Approach

Bleda S. Düring

The Making of 
Empire in Bronze Age 
Anatolia 
Hittite Sovereign Practice, 
Resistance, and Negotiation

Claudia Glatz

The Nile and Ancient 
Egypt 
Changing Land- and 
Waterscapes, from the 
Neolithic to the Roman Era

Judith Bunbury

The Theology of the 
Books of Haggai and 
Zechariah 
Robert Foster
Old Testament Theology 

Urbanisation and 
State Formation in 
the Ancient Sahara 
and Beyond 
Edited by Martin Sterry, 	
David J. Mattingly
Trans-Saharan Archaeology 

Yahweh before Israel 
Glimpses of History in a 
Divine Name

Daniel E. Fleming

Achilles beside 
GILGA MESH

Mortality and Wisdom 
in Early Epic Poetry

M IC H A E L C L A R K E

� is ground-breaking volume explores a series of interrelated key themes in Saharan 
archaeology and history. Migration and identity formation can both be approached 
from the perspective of funerary archaeology, using the combined evidence of burial 
structures, speci� c rites and funerary material culture, and integrated methods of skeletal 
analysis including morphometrics, palaeopathology and isotopes. Burial traditions from 
various parts of the Sahara are compared and contrasted with those of the Nile Valley, 
the Maghreb and West Africa. Several chapters deal with the related evidence of human 
migration derived from linguistic study. � e volume presents the state of the � eld of 
funerary archaeology in the Sahara and its neighbouring regions and sets the agenda for 
future research on mobility, migration and identity. It will be a seminal reference point 
for Mediterranean and African archaeologists, historians and anthropologists as well as 
archaeologists interested in burial and migration more broadly.

Maria Carmella Gatto is Honorary Visiting Fellow at the University of Leicester 
specialising in the prehistoric and historic archaeology of the Nile Valley and the Sahara.

David J. Mattingly  is Professor of Roman Archaeology at the University of Leicester. 
He has published widely on the archaeology of North Africa and the Sahara.

Nick Ray is an archaeologist who specialises in the Roman economy, consumption and 
funerary archaeology in North Africa.

Martin Sterry  is Teaching Fellow in Roman Landscape Archaeology and GIS at Durham 
Universitya.

G
atto et al..  9781108474085.  Jkt.  C  M

  Y  K

Cover Illustration: Tomb 8 of the Garamantian ‘Royal 
Cemetery, Jarma, southern Libya. 

Cover Illustration inset: Late antique painting from 
funerary chapel of Jorf Torba tomb, Algeria. Drawing by 
Mike Hawkes for the Trans-SAHARA project
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Burials, Migration and 
Identity in the Ancient 

Sahara and Beyond
Edited by M. C. Gatto, D. J. Mattingly, 

N. Ray and M. Sterry
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Cover image: δ13C values of C16 :0 and C18:0 fatty 
acids from Neolithic Grooved Ware pottery, Durrington 
Walls, Wiltshire, UK, with modern reference data. 
Courtesy of Oliver E. Craig, Hayley Saul, and Cynthianne 
Spiteri; partially adapted from Copley et al. (2003) and 
Craig et al. (2011) (see Bibliography inside the book).

Cover design by Alice Soloway

AN INTRODUCTION

ARCHAEOLOGICAL 
SCIENCE

Edited by 

Michael P. Richards
and Kate Britton

This book provides an up-to-date introduction to the exciting but complex new 
scientific methodologies that are increasingly used in archaeological study. Written 
by an international team of specialists, it provides clear and engaging overviews 
of a wide array of approaches, including DNA and proteomics, dating methods, 
materials analysis, stable isotope analysis, and the scientific study of human, plant, 
and animal remains, among other topics. Each technique is explored through 
the use of actual archaeological examples, which both explain the methods and 
highlight their potential applications. The work is carefully illustrated with useful 
charts, graphs, and other images, which complement the detail in the text and 
help articulate the case studies explored as well as the underlying principles of the 
techniques involved. Tables in many of the chapters highlight selected research on 
each topic, providing useful summaries of the current state and scope of the field  
for the reader. This volume will serve as a handy reference tool for scholars, as  
well as a key textbook for courses on archaeological science.

Michael P. Richards is an archaeological scientist who applies methods such as 
isotopic analysis to determine past human and animal diets and adaptations. He  
is a professor of archaeology and Canada Research Chair in Archaeological 
Science at the Department of Archaeology, Simon Fraser University, in Vancouver, 
Canada, and is a fellow of the Society of Antiquaries of London and of the Royal 
Society of Canada. He has published over 250 research papers in the journals  
such as Nature, Science, and PNAS.

Kate Britton is a senior lecturer in archaeological science at the University of 
Aberdeen and an associate research scientist at the Planck Institute for Evolutionary 
Anthropology, Leipzig, and is a fellow of the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland.  
An archaeological scientist, she studies the relationship between life-time behaviors, 
diets and movements, and the stable isotope chemistry of body tissues. 
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A HISTORY OF 

WORLD 
EGYPTOLOGY

EDITED BY  
ANDREW BEDNARSKI, AIDAN DODSON  

AND SALIMA IKR AM

The Great Oasis 
of Egypt
The Kharga and Dakhla Oases 
in Antiquity

Edited by Roger S. Bagnall 
and Gaëlle Tallet

Printed in the United Kingdom/States of America
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Cover image: unknown artist’s photograph of a 
distressed cli�  face.

Interrogating the concepts of allegiance and identity in a globalised world involves 
renewing our understanding of membership and participation within and beyond 
the nation-state. Allegiance can be used to de� ne a singular national identity and 
common connection to a nation-state. In a global context, however, we need more 
dynamic conceptions to understand the importance of maintaining diversity and 
building allegiance with others outside borders. Understanding how allegiance 
and identity are being recon� gured today provides valuable insights into 
important contemporary debates around citizenship.

“� is book reveals how public and international law understand allegiance and 
identity. Each involves viewing the nation-state as fundamental to concepts 
of allegiance and identity, but they also see the world slightly di� erently. With 
contributions from philosophers, political scientists and social psychologists, the 
result is a thorough appraisal of allegiance and identity in a range of socio-legal 
contexts.”
James T. Smith, New York Literary Review

Cover Image: ???

Cover design by James F. Brisson
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In this book, Aaron A. Burke explores the evolution of Amorite 

identity in the Near East from ca. 2500–1500 BC. He sets the 

emergence of a collective identity for the Amorites, one of the most 

famous groups in Ancient Near Eastern history, against the backdrop 

of both Akkadian imperial intervention and declining environmental 

conditions during this period. Tracing the migration of Amorite 

refugees from agropastoral communities into nearby regions, he 

shows how mercenarism in both Mesopotamia and Egypt played a 

central role in the acquisition of economic and political power 

between 2100 and 1900 BC. Burke also examines how the 

establishment of Amorite kingdoms throughout the Near East 

relied on traditional means of legitimation, and how trade, warfare, 

and the exchange of personnel contributed to the establishment 

of an Amorite koiné. Offering a fresh approach to identity at 

different levels of social hierarchy over time and space, this 

volume contributes to broader questions related to identity for 

other ancient societies.

Aaron A. Burke  is professor of Near Eastern archaeology and 

the Kershaw Chair in the Archaeology of the Ancient Eastern 

Mediterranean at the University of California, Los Angeles. 

He has written on warfare, culture and social change in the 

Bronze and Iron Ages.

The Amorites and the 
Bronze Age Near East
The Making of a Regional Identity

Aaron A. Burke
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Subsistence and Society  
in Prehistory
New Directions in  

Economic Archaeology

Alan K. Outram and Amy Bogaard

Longbottom
Subsistence and Society in Prehistory

MANUALS IN ARCHAEOLOGY

Palaeopathology
Second Edition 

Tony Waldron   

Kingship, Power, and 
Legitimacy in Ancient Egypt

From the Old Kingdom  
to the Middle Kingdom

Lisa K. Sabbahy
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C A M B R I D G E  C L A S S I C A L  S T U D I E S

Aegean Linear Script(s)
Rethinking the Relationship Between  

Linear A and Linear B

 E STER SA LGA R ELL A

Printed in the United Kingdom

How do we interpret ancient art created before written 

texts? Scholars usually put ancient art into conversation 

with ancient texts in order to interpret its meaning. But 

for earlier periods, without texts, such as the Bronze Age 

Aegean, this method is redundant. Using cutting-edge 

theory from art history, archaeology and anthropology, 

Carl Knappett offers a new approach to this problem by 

identifying distinct actions – such as modelling, combining 

and imprinting – whereby meaning is scaffolded through the 

materials themselves. By showing how these actions work in 

the context of specific bodies of material, Knappett brings 

to life the fascinating art of Minoan Crete and surrounding 

areas in novel ways. 

CARL KNAPPETT is the Walter Graham/Homer Thompson 

Chair in Aegean Prehistory at the University of Toronto. 

He is author and editor of An Archaeology of Interaction 

(2011), Network Analysis in Archaeology (2013) and 

Thinking through Material Culture (2005). Since 2011, 

he has directed an archaeological fieldwork project at the 

Bronze Age site of Palaikastro in east Crete.
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Carl Knappett

Meaning in the Making

AEGEAN 
BRONZE AGE 

ART

Cover Image: Gold ring with a griffin and female 
figure, Archanes, Phourni cemetery; Inv.no X-A 1017. 
Archaeological Museum of Heraklion, Hellenic Ministry  
of Culture and Sports, TAP Service.

Cover design by Holly Johnson 
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C O N T E N T S

1. THEORISING ‘MEANING  
IN THE MAKING’

2. MODELLING

3. IMPRINTING

4. COMBINING

5. CONTAINING

6. FRAGMENTING

7. MEANING ON THE MOVE? 
MOBILITY AND CREATIVITY
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Royal Illness 
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Ideology in the 
Hebrew Bible
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� e Book of Proverbs 
and Virtue Ethics

Integrating the Biblical and 
Philosophical Traditions

Arthur Jan Keefer
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Writing in Ancient Judaism
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The ImperIalIsaTIon  
of assyrIa

An Archaeological Approach

Bleda S. Düring

The Assyrian Empire was the first state to achieve durable domination of the Ancient 

Near East, enduring some seven centuries and, eventually, controlling most of the region. 

Yet, we know little about how this empire emerged from a relatively minor polity in the 

Tigris region and how it managed to consolidate its power over conquered territories. 

Textual sources, often biased, provide a relatively limited source of information. In this 

study, Bleda S. Düring examines the rich archaeological data of the early Assyrian Empire 

that have been obtained over the past decades, together with the textual evidence. The 

archaeological data enable us to reconstruct the remarkably heterogeneous and dynamic 

impact of the Assyrian Empire on dominated territories. They also facilitate the 

reconstruction of the various ways in which people participated in this empire, and what 

might have motivated them to do so. Finally, Düring’s study shows how imperial 

repertoires first developed in the Middle Assyrian period were central to the success of 

the Neo-Assyrian Empire.

Bleda S. During is Associate Professor in Near Eastern Archaeology at Leiden University.  

He is the author of The Prehistory of Asia Minor (Cambridge University Press, 2010) and 

co-editor, with Tesse Stek, of The Archaeology of Imperial Landscapes (Cambridge 

University Press, 2018).

Portraying Violence  
in the Hebrew Bible
A Literary and Cultural Study

Matthew J. Lynch
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Sennacherib’s 
Campaign 
against Judah
A Source Analysis of  
Isaiah 36–37

Dan’el Kahn
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The Theology of  
The Books of haggai 

and Zechariah

OLD
TESTAMENT
THEOLOGY

This series aims to remedy the deficiency of available published material on 
the theological concerns of the Old Testament books. Here, specialists ex-
plore the theological richness of a given book at greater length than is usually 
possible in the introductions to commentaries or as part of other Old Testa-
ment theologies. They are also able to investigate the theological themes and 
issues of their chosen books without being tied to a commentary format or to 
a thematic structure provided from elsewhere. When complete, the series will 
cover all the Old Testament writings and will thus provide an attractive, and 
timely, range of short texts around which courses can be developed.

Tucked away at the end of the Minor Prophets, the Books of Haggai and 
Zechariah offer messages of challenge and hope to residents of the small 
district of Yehud in the Persian Empire in the generations after the return from 
Babylonian exile.  In this volume, Robert Foster focuses on the distinct theo-
logical message of each book.  The Book of Haggai uses Israel’s foundational 
event – God’s salvation of Israel from Egypt – to exhort the people to finish 
building the Second Temple.  The Book of Zechariah argues that the hopes 
the people had in the prophet Zechariah’s days did not come true because the 
people failed to keep God’s long-standing demand for justice, though hope still 
lies in the future because of God’s character.  Each chapter in this book closes 
with a substantive reflection of the ethics of the major sections of the Books of 
Haggai and Zechariah and their implications for contemporary readers.

Robert L. Foster is Lecturer in Religion and New Testament at the University 
of Georgia.  He is author of We Have Heard, O Lord: An Introduction to the The-
ology of the Psalter (2018) and is a member of the editorial board of Horizons in 
Biblical Theology.

OLD TESTAMENT THEOLOGY
General Editors: Brent A. Strawn, Patrick D. Miller†, and Stephen B. Chapman

The 
Archaeology 

of the  Mediterranean 
Iron Age

A Globalising World c.1100–600 bce

Tamar Hodos

NOW IN PAPERBACK…

Mycenaean Greece 
and the Aegean World 
Palace and Province in the Late 
Bronze Age

Margaretha q	Kramer-Hajos

Water Histories and 
Spatial Archaeology 
Ancient Yemen and the 
American West

Michael J. Harrower

H
arro
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This book offers a new interpretation of the spatial–political–
environmental dynamics of water and irrigation in long-term histories 
of arid regions. It compares ancient Southwest Arabia (3500 BC–AD 
600) with the American West (2000 BC–AD 1950) in global context to
illustrate similarities and differences among environmental, cultural,
political, and religious dynamics of water. It combines archaeological
exploration and field studies of farming in Yemen with social theory and
spatial technologies, including satellite imagery, Global Positioning System
(GPS), and Geographic Information Systems (GIS) mapping. In both
ancient Yemen and the American West, agricultural production focused
not where rain-fed agriculture was possible, but in hyper-arid areas where
massive state-constructed irrigation schemes politically and ideologically
validated state sovereignty. While shaped by profound differences and
contingencies, ancient Yemen and the American West are mutually
informative in clarifying human geographies of water that are important to
understandings of America, Arabia, and contemporary conflicts between
civilizations deemed East and West.

Michael J. Harrower is Assistant Professor of Archaeology in the 
Department of Near Eastern Studies, Johns Hopkins University and has 
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Archaeological Landscapes from Space (2013).
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Jacket image: Spring water (ghayl) irrigation 
along Wadi Idm, Hadramawt, Yemen. Photo by 
the author.
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