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CURRENT NEWS ABOUT THE ANCIENT PAST

What did Jewish Priests Wear?

By Joan E. Taylor

In antiquity, as today, ritual experts of various kinds were distinguished by dress that marked them off as engaged in sacred duties. In ancient Rome a priest
of the imperial cult, the flamen, wore flame-coloured clothing with a remarkable apex-pointed skullcap. The Roman Catholic clerical collar, the Eastern
Christian cassock, and the robes of Buddhist monks all serve the same functions today.
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What did Jewish Priests Wear?

By Joan E. Taylor

In antiquity, as today, ritual experts of various kinds were distinguished by dress that marked them off as engaged in sacred duties. In ancient Rome a priest
of the imperial cult, the flamen, wore flame-coloured clothing with a remarkable apex-pointed skullcap. The Roman Catholic clerical collar, the Eastern
Christian cassock, and the robes of Buddhist monks all serve the same functions today.

But when we consider what the priests wore in the Jewish Temple of Jerusalem, we have no clear pictorial representations, because most Jews through to the
second century understood the biblical prohibitions on images (Exodus 20:3-6; Leviticus 26:1; Numbers 33:52; Deuteronomy 4:16; 27:15) to mean that there
should be no image of humans.What we have, instead, are descriptions, and on the basis of these descriptions we have to imagine what priests (kohanim)
wore, using analogies, insofar as these might be useful.

To read the rest of this article please “Register here for free to become a Friend of ASOR! Already done this? Login
here from each new IP address.

*Already a Friend? You will only need to register once more here to regain access to these articles.

Friends of ASOR are people who are interested in archaeological and historical research in the Near East and eastern
Mediterranean. We invite you to Register today so that you can join our team and receive exclusive benefits (The Ancient
Near East Today e-newsletter delivered weekly and the Resource Page).
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A registration form will appear. Please complete the form by providing an email address, your first and last name,
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If you have already registered and are logging in from a new IP address, please complete this form with the
username/email you registered with and the password you chose. Click “Remember Me” to save your information.
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After completing either of the forms, the full ANET article will appear after waiting a few seconds for the
registration form to disappear.

Once logged in, you will have access to all Ancient Near East Today articles available at
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