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Near Eastern Archaeology 

Report to the Executive Committee and Board of Trustees

April 2009

Ann E. Killebrew

The following is a report and update on Near Eastern Archaeology submitted to Jeffrey Blakely, chair of COP, as part of the publications report submitted to the Executive Committee and Board of Trustees. 

The report is divided into two sections: 

- a detailed list of NEA issues that have appeared or are in progress and 

- a list of suggestions/recommendations to improve efficiency and cut expenses.

Since the ASOR Annual Meetings, the following issues of NEA have appeared, are currently with the printers, or are with Billie Jean Collins:

NEA 71/3 (48 page issue – appeared December 2008):

Feature Article:

Between the Carmel and the Sea: Tel Dor’s Iron Age Reconsidered (Ayelet Gilboa and Ilan 
Sharon)

Forum: Archaeologists and the Media:

TV and the Near Eastern Archaeologist (Eric H. Cline)

Still Not Ready for Primetime (Neil Asher Silberman)

TV Archaeology is Valuable Storytelling (Cornelius Holtorf)

Archaeology and the Media: A Review (Ann E. Killebrew)

FieldNotes:

Babylon: Myth and Truth, an Exhibit at the Pergamon Museum (Paul Delnero)

Shuqayra al-Gharbiyya: A New Islamic Compound in Central Jordan (Younis M. Shdaifat and 
Zakariya N. Ben Badham)

Reviews:

The Looting of the Iraq Museum, Baghdad: The Lost Legacy of Ancient Mesopotamia (reviewer: Reinhard Bernbeck)

From Slave to Pharaoh: The Black Experience of Ancient Egypt (reviewer: Stuart Tyson 
Smith)

NEA 71/4 (64 page issue – at Cadmus [March 2009 – waiting for final “blue lines” and 
mailing list from Boston Office, ASOR]):

Feature Articles:

Tell Abu al-Kharaz: A Bead in the Jordan Valley The Millennial Rise and Fall of Its Societies 

(P. Fischer)

The Archaeology of Warfare: Local Chiefdoms and Settlement Systems in the Jenin Region 
During the Ottoman Period (H. Salem)

Forum:

Recovering the Past:  Protecting and Recording our Archaeological Heritage in Southern Iraq (A. Abdulamir)

A Focus on the Demand Side of the Antiquities Equation (M. Kersel)

FieldNotes:

Art and Empire at the MFA (J. Chung)
Reading Ancient Moabite Pigments with Laser Ablation ICP-MS: A New Archaeometric 
Technique for Near Eastern Archaeology (B. Porter and R. Speakman) TC \l2 "
Rainey Interview (S. Gitin and S. Scham)

Book Reviews:

Trade and Travel (K. Lewis)

An Archaeological Search for Jesus (G. Fassbeck)

The Cesnola Collection (L. Steel)

A History of Pottery and Potters (J. Blakely)

Mesopotamia: The Invention of the City (B. Parker)

NEA 72/1 (64 page issue – all materials with Billie Jean Collins – Tentative table of contents [depending on available space in this issue]):

Feature Article: 

Apollonia-Arsuf: Between Past and Future (K. Galor, O. Tal et al.)

Forum Section: 

The Qumran Digital Model: An Argument for Archaeological Reconstruction in Virtual Reality


(R. Cargill)

Responses (by J. Magness and R. Cargill)

FieldNotes: 

Alalakh Krater (A. Yener)

Beyond Babylon: Art, Trade, and Diplomacy in the Second Millennium B.C.


An Exhibit at the Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York (A. Karmel Thomason)

Pompeii and the Roman Villa: Art and Culture around the Bay of Naples. An Exhibit at the 
National Gallery of Art, Washington D.C. (E. Friedland)

Maresha Inscriptions Provide Context for a Royal Stele in the Israel Museum (I. Stern)

Jabal Harun – note and book advertisement 

Book Reviews:

Crossing the Rift. Resources, Routes, Settlement Patterns and Interaction in the Wadi Arabah. Biblical Peoples and Ethnicity: An Archaeological Study of Egyptians, Canaanites, Philistines, 
and Early Israel 1300-1100 B.C.E. 

Can There Be a Philosophy of Archaeology?  Processual Archaeology and the Philosophy of 
Science.  

A Companion to the Ancient Near East. 

Roman Berytus. Beirut in Late Antiquity

NEA 72/2 (48 page issue? – materials in final stages of peer review/preliminary copy editing – tentative table of contents):

Feature Article:

Tall al-Umayri (L. Herr and D. Clark) – very large manuscript summarizing 12 seasons of 
excavations – may fill most of the issue

If this is to be a 48 page issue, it is doubtful if we will have enough room for a Forum section due to the length of the Umayri manuscript. There are several short manuscripts that could be included in 72/2 depending again on space and length of issue

FieldNotes:

Two museum exhibit reviews and other short articles depending on space available

Book Reviews:

Number to be determined based on space available

NEA 72/3 and 72/4 (in process of being assembled)

I do have a healthy backlog of manuscripts - left-over manuscripts from previous editors (several of these are problematic – see below, my comments), recently received manuscripts and promised manuscripts.  I am expecting to receive several feature articles presenting the results of recent excavations including a manuscript by D. Baird on the groundbreaking new work at Pınarbaşı and Boncuklu and the development of the Neolithic in central Anatolia. In addition, we are in the process of preparing several special issues of NEA: Recent discoveries in Lebanon (together with guest editors H. Charaf and G. Fassbeck), Neo-Hittites (together with guest editors T. Harrison and B.J. Collins), Islamic archaeology (together with guest editor M. Steiner).

I would like to thank Gabriele Fassbeck, Justin Lev-Tov and Benjamin Porter, assistant editors of NEA, for their excellent work and ongoing contributions to NEA. I also take this opportunity to welcome Jennie Ebeling to our team of assistant editors and as the new web-master of the NEA website.  We are now in the process of updating the NEA website. In the future we hope to expand the scope of the website to include recent archaeological discoveries and outreach initiatives in cooperation with other ASOR committees. 

Suggestions and Recommendations:

To increase efficiency and save costs:

Problem: Manuscripts that were accepted where illustrations are do not meet NEA guidelines, are not of sufficient quality and interest, or where text needs to be heavily edited to be publishable. One of the problems for the delay in NEA 71/4 was the inadequate illustrations submitted by the authors (these manuscripts were accepted for publication by previous editors) and the fact that three of the major articles are part of this issue were written by non-native English speaking authors. We needed to replace two manuscripts at the last minute after they had been sent to BJ for layout and we needed to heavily edit three of the manuscripts that appear in this issue.

Solution: I now very carefully pre-screen all manuscripts and illustrations before even sending them out for peer review and I have “unaccepted” several manuscripts accepted by previous editors due to poor quality of illustrations and/or text. This should prevent some of the problems we experienced with 71/4, speed up the production of the journal, and save money.

Problem:  Need for better preparation of manuscripts scheduled to appear in an NEA issue before they are sent to BJ Collins. 

Solution: I am now more carefully preparing the manuscripts before sending them to BJ. This will hopefully cut down on the amount of work that both BJ and Monica will need to spend on preparing the issue for print. NEA has a healthy backlog of manuscripts so we can be a bit more selective.

Problem: One of the ongoing administrative problems is the new software, Avectra, that was recently purchased by ASOR. It cannot produce mailing lists for ASOR’s journals.  This has added significant costs assigned to the production of the journals due to the time spent trying to resolve this shortcoming and time spent in preparing mailing lists manually.

Solution: Willingness for ASOR’s management, the EC and the Board to acknowledge that these problems exist, to itemize these expenses in the publications budget separate from actual journal production costs, and effectively address the problems. Any future discussions and/or changes in publications (software, suggestions for saving costs, call for bids, evaluation of printing or layout bids, etc.) should be coordinated with the journal editors and entire COP committee.

As outlined above, I am already implementing cost- and time-saving measures for NEA. It should be noted that several of the higher than usual costs associated with several issues of NEA were a result of the extra-large size of the special Cyprus issue, image quality and editing issues that resulted in extra work associated with the layout of this issue (as well as with 71/3 and 71/4 where last minute editorial issues resulted in extra costs), and the fact that nearly double the amount of copies of the Cyprus issue were printed. It’s unclear to me if these extra costs associated with producing this special issue of NEA were covered by outside budgets/ contributions or simply “absorbed” by the existing NEA budget. It would be very helpful to see a line item breakdown of the various and actual costs associated with producing the journals (e.g. printing, graphic artist, a detailed explanation of the Boston office operating expenses assigned to the journal [including the costs associated with generating mailing lists] etc.) so that we can better identity areas where production can be improved or costs lowered. I am working closely with Billie Jean Collins and Monica McLeod (graphics/layout) to streamline work on NEA and to keep production costs as low as possible.

Lastly, I hope that the software problems (ongoing now for several months) and other systemic administrative problems relating to publications will be addressed effectively by the Executive Committee and Board of Trustees. I trust the additional expenses associated with these problems will not effect the quality of the journals themselves.

Provided that the issues and problems outlined above are adequately addressed, I anticipate NEA 72 should be caught up by the end of the year, if not sooner.

I look forward to receiving a detailed and itemized NEA and publications spreadsheet for 2010.

Ann E. Killebrew

BASOR, James Weinstein, Editor 

BASOR 353 (February 2009): Went to printer on March 12, scheduled to ship on April 10.
BASOR 354 (May 2009): As of March 30, two articles were at Eisenbrauns for typesetting, two articles were being      copyedited, and all book reviews were in page proofs.
BASOR 355 (August 2009): Four articles to appear in this issue; book reviews for this issue submitted to                         Eisenbrauns on March 28, work on manuscripts for articles to start in late April.
BASOR 356 (November 2009): Four or five articles scheduled for this issue, book reviews already sent out for copyediting.
BASOR 357 (February 2010): Manuscripts currently out for peer review for this issue.
BASOR 360 (November 2010): Planned as a theme issue; manuscripts to be submitted by March 2010.

JCS, Piotr Michalowski, Editor


No report received.  Apparently JCS 60, which was due July 2008, is now in second proofs, suggesting a June 2009 appearance.

AASOR, Joseph A. Greene, Editor

1. Title: Settlement and Sanctuary: Views from the Excavations at Phlamoudhi, Cyprus
Author/Editor: Joanna Smith (ed.)
Status: Published in 2008 as AASOR 63.

2. Title: Reflections of Empire: Archaeological and Ethnographic Perspectives on the Pottery of the Ottoman Levant and Beyond
Author/Editor: Bethany Walker (ed.)
Status: MS revisions completed, to begin production April 1, 2009, to be published in 2009 as AASOR 64.

3. Title: Crossroads and Boundaries: The Archaeology of Past and Present in the Malloura Valley, Cyprus
Author/Editor: Michael Toumazou, Nick Kardulias, Derek Counts (eds.)
Status: Suggested instead for ARS, Toumazou and Counts have agreed to submit to ARS, new ARS editor, Kevin McGeough, has been alerted.

4. Title: Excavations at Tel Zahara, Israel
Author/Editor: Susan Cohen
Status: Proposal submitted, 2 reviews returned, editor is discussing revision of proposal with author/editor

5. Title: Nelson Glueck's 1937 Excavations at Khirbet et-Tannur
Author/Editor: Judith McKenzie
Status: Inquiry for publication received, no proposal received yet.

6. Title: Photographs of the American Palestine Exploration Society 
Taken by Tancrede Dumas
Author/Editor: Rachel Hallote
Status: Inquiry for publication received, no proposal received yet.

7. Title: Food and Foodways in the Ancient Near East
Author/Editor: Oded Borowski, Al Leonard (eds.)
Status: Inquiry for publication received, no proposal received yet.

8. Title: Ties that Bind..., Ties that Unwind
Author/Editor: Ed Maher
Status: Inquiry for publication received, no proposal received yet.


Archaeological Report Series, Kevin McGeough, Editor

Editorial Transition:  This first “quarter” of 2009 has been a period of transition as I have taken over from Joseph Greene.  This has been a smooth transition because of the collegial efforts of Joe. He has shared his advice and guidance freely (as well as materials relating to current and future manuscripts) and has responded to any queries of my own very rapidly.  Joe’s efforts to help me take over editorial responsibilities show his strong commitment to the series and the kind of collegial guidance that is ASOR’s strength.  His efforts for the series and for ASOR should be noted.

1. ARS MSS Recently Published

-Shechem Persian-Hellenistic, West Bank (N. Lapp) [Appeared]

-Caesarea Synagogue, Israel (M. Govaars) [Appeared]

2. ARS MSS ACCEPTED, AWAITING REVISION

-Iskander, Jordan (S. Richard)

-Ayl-Ras en Naqab Archaeological Survey (ARNAS) (B. MacDonald)

3. ARS MSS NOW UNDER REVIEW

-Humayma, Jordan (J. Oleson)

4. ARS PROPOSALS ACCEPTED, AWAITING MSS [MS promised-by date, if available]

I have had contact with the following author:

-Idalion, Cyprus (P. Gaber) [PROMISED BY April, 2009, NOT YET RECEIVED]

I have not yet had contact with these authors:

-Caesarea Promontory, Israel (K. Gleason) [MS NOT YET RECEIVED]

-Phlamoudhi-Melissa, Cyprus (J. Smith) [PROMISED BY END OF 2008, NOT 

YET RECEIVED]

-Roman Aqaba, Jordan (T. Parker) [PROMISED BY JUNE 2009]

-Wawiyat, Israel (B. Nakhai and J. P. Dessel) [MS NOT YET RECEIVED]

5. ARS INQUIRIES, AWAITING PROPOSALS

-Shechem Iron Age (J. Holladay)

-Tell er-Ras (R. J. Bull)

-Caesarea Mithraeum (A. Ratzlaff) [ADDED NOVEMBER 2008]

-Athienou, Cyprus (M. Toumazou, D. Counts) [ADDED NOVEMBER 2008]

-Phlamoudhi-Vounari (M. Horowitz) [ADDED NOVEMBER 2008]

-Dhibon (Morton Excavations), Jordan (Bruce Routledge) [ADDED MARCH 2009]

5.5 ARS QUERIES, UNDECIDED ABOUT WHETHER OR NOT THEY WILL SUBMIT

-Kourion’s Amathous Gate Cemetery (Michael Given) [ADDED MARCH 2009]

-Cyprus Conference Proceedings for CAARI Monograph Series (Thomas Davis) [ADDED MARCH 2009 – just a query, awaiting conference group decision]

-Tell en-Nasbeh (EB I), Israel (Catherine Foster) [ADDED MARCH 2009]

-Bahrain Bioarchaeology Project (Tombs in the Hearst Museum Collection) (Ben Porter) [ADDED MARCH 2009]

6. ARS PROPOSAL WITHDRAWN, BUT WITH PLANS TO RESUBMIT

-Cadir Hoyuk, Turkey (S. Steadman)

